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MASS INTENTIONS FOR MAY 22-27                    Sarah Nilles, Grundy Center  senior , 
Tues.  7:00 a.m. (Parkersburg)  Fred Nicklaus                    was named the 2007 teen recipient 
Wed. 8:00 a.m. (Dike) Bertha Liston                    of the 2007 Ambassador  of Chr ist 
Thur. 7:00 a.m. (Reinbeck)  Mary Rouse                    award from St. Mary’s Press.  This 
Fri.      7:00 a.m. (Grundy Center) Donald Kopsa                    national recognition is awarded to 
Sat.      4:00 p.m. (Grundy Center) Kathleen Kuester      one h     one high school senior  who “ touches   
 6:00 p.m. (Parkersburg) Special Intentions JAP                   the hearts of teens and enlivens in them  
Sun.     8:00 a.m. (Dike)  For the People                     the Christian spirit.”  Sarah with 
          10:00 a.m. (Reinbeck)  Bruce Stephan                    Dennis Kur tz of St. Mary’s Press  
                         Ann Nicklaus Schmelzer  &  Fr . Quint. 

From the Pastor  
As we celebrate the feast of Ascension this weekend, we recall Jesus leaving his family and friends behind to join his heavenly Father 

again, sitting at his right hand.  No doubt the occasion was filled with emotion.  Saying goodbye is never easy.  Whether we mourn the loss of a 
loved one, move to another city, take on a new job, or graduate school, transitions consume an enormous amount of energy.  It’s important for us 
to take time to grieve the losses we experience and to bring closure to some relationships.  Soon we will be saying goodbye to our church in Dike. 
 I hope you are planning to join us for the closing Mass on Sunday, June 24 at 10 am.  There will be a reception following.  There are special 
elements in the Mass as we recall the sacred places and moments that have been celebrated in that sacred space over the course of some 20 years. 
  We’ ll also be bidding farewell to our DRE, Ann Nicklaus Schmelzer soon.  Since she will be leaving ministry at our parish, we are hosting 
a farewell reception for her after the 5 pm Saturday night Mass in Grundy Center on June 30, from about 6 - 8 pm in the church hall.  I hope you 
will join us for dinner and a program honoring her. 
 Endings also bring beginnings, thankfully.  Please pray for Ann and our parish in these days of transition and discernment. 

  Other items: 
�  Next Sunday we will bring a close to the Easter season with the celebration of Pentecost.  Remember to wear red clothing to Mass. 
�  Parish representatives met with the Archdiocesan Building Commission this past week.  We received approval on our building 

specifications (electrical, mechanical, etc.). The Archdiocesan Church Design and Renovation Committee also gave final approval on the 
liturgical aspects of our facility. Thanks for your prayerful support. 

�  The Hir ing Committee continues to meet and to prepare a recommendation for the parish board of ed regarding hiring a new director of 
faith formation (formerly called the DRE).  We appreciate your prayers.  The process will likely finish by June 1. 

�  Please pray for Robert Gross and Donald Hertges who will be ordained pr iests for the Archdiocese of Dubuque next Saturday. 
�  Are you praying to our Blessed Mother  in a special way this month?   

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Bus Tr ip Our annual parish bus trip is soon approaching.  This year we’ ll head to Cedar Rapids on Sunday, June 10 leaving Reinbeck at 11:15 am. 
First we’ ll visit Granger House in Marion.  Then we’ ll tour the churches of St. Pius X and Immaculate Conception in Cedar Rapids.  Next we’ ll 
view the moving “Hurricane on the Bayou”  in the Imax theater.  We’ ll dine at the Villa Comagena in Vinton and hear stories from days gone by.  
After the tour at the Ellis House in Vinton, we’ ll return to Reinbeck at about 9:45 pm.  Cost is only $48 and includes all admissions, tips, dinner.  
Call the parish office today for reservations.  Non-parishioners welcome also.  Bingo also included! 
 

Name Our new church will need a name.  Suggestions and rationale are being taken at the parish office.  You might like to visit the website 
http://www.catholic-forum.com/saints/patron00.htm  for some background on the various saints.   
 

Pews Anticipating the last Mass at St. Mary, June 24, parish leaders need ideas regarding the disposition of the pews.  We have the following pews: 
 2 pews (6 ft); 1 pew (8 ft); 6 pews (8 ½ ft); 1 pew (10 ft); 14 pews (12 ft); 2 modesty panels (12 ft).  There are already lots of pews for sale on the 
internet, shipping them to the south to a hurricane-struck church would be expensive, individuals would likely not be interested in the long pews.  If 
you have an idea or interest in them, contact Dick Woodley 989-2675.  We want to move them out the week of June 24. 
 

Mass Times The weekend of June 23/24 will be Saturday 4 pm – Grundy Center, 6 pm Parkersburg, Sunday 8 am Reinbeck and 10 am Dike.  
Then with the church at Dike closing, new times will begin June 30/July 1.  Masses will be celebrated Saturday night at 5 pm in Grundy Center, 
Sunday morning at 8 am in Reinbeck and 10 am in Parkersburg.  Since there is only 1 Saturday night Mass the council believed it was important 
to host it in a central location.  Parishioners at the former parish in Blessing were accustomed to an early Sunday Mass, so we thought having the 8 
am in Reinbeck would be accommodating.  Since the church in Parkersburg is the largest, it seemed appropriate to have the most popular Mass time 
there.  When the church in Reinbeck is sold, a second Mass will be offered in Grundy Center on Sunday morning at a time to be determined.  
Postcards will go out in June to remind parishioners of this change.  Daily Mass times will also be reevaluated.  Thank you for your patience, 
understanding, and faithfulness. 
 

Confirmation Remember our afternoon of reflection/practice from 1-3pm Sunday, June 3, at Parkersburg. Also remember to turn in your ministry 
hours sheets and journals soon. The sacrament of confirmation will be celebrated at the 6pm Mass Saturday, June 9, at Parkersburg.  
 

 



Women Foresters meet Wednesday, May 23 at 6 pm. 
 

History Since our parish does not receive the local newspapers, we appreciate receiving clippings about parishioners or the building project.     
 

Scr iptural Rosary Join us 7 pm on Monday, May 21, Martha Andersen’s home, 118 7th St, Trailer #9, Aplington.  All are welcome. 
 

Building Committee for the new church meets Wednesday, May 30 at 6 pm in the church hall in Grundy Center. 
 

Relay for  L ife Our parish social concerns committee is getting together teams to participate in this fundraiser for the American Cancer Society.  
The Grundy County Relay is June 15-16.  For more information contact Karen Benson – Dike, Cheryl Osterhaus – Grundy Center, Sue Messerly – 
Reinbeck.  The Butler County Relay is July 13/14.  For Butler Co Relay contact Nikki Schipper if you like to get a packet. 319-347-2464  
 

Bible study will meet at 6pm Sunday, June 3, at Grundy Center. Participants, please prepare to discuss lessons 2 and 3. All are welcome. 
 

Adult Catechism  groups are meeting to consider this wonderful resource.  Please join us -  
Reinbeck – Mardel Brockett facilitator - 9:30 am, Tuesday, May 30 at Mardel’s home 703 Park St, Reinbeck 
Dike – Mary Beuter Gaffey facilitator  
Parkersburg – Marty/Kate Petersen & John/Mary Schwennen facilitators - 7 pm, Wed, May 23 at Schwennen’s home, 605 2nd Street  
Grundy Center – John/Joan Schuller facilitators  

Parishioners can participate at any of the locations.  Please contact the parish office for more info and so books can be ordered  
 

Take Advantage of Summer Youth M inistry Oppor tunities Summer can be a great time to take part in social, service, and leadership activities. 
Chr istian Leadership Institute, helps teens ages 15-18 gain leadership skills in the Christian context, plan prayer and social experiences, and 
grow in community with other teens. A brochure describing CLI is at all church entries. This year©s two weeks of CLI are June 17-22 and August 5-
11 at Twin Lakes Christian Center, Manson, IA.  Deadline for Week 1 is June 1. Catholics In Action is a two and a half-day service and simple 
living experience for high school teens. Previous CIA attendees said it was a moving and meaningful experience of service and community. This 
year©s CIA will be June 25-27. Contact Ann to register.  Serve-N-Slide is a service opportunity for those just finishing grades 6-8. This year©s 
Serve-N-Slide will be July 17-18 at St. Mary©s Church, Waverly.  Participants spend the first day  in service at various agencies and the second day 
“sliding”  at Lost Island Waterpark in Waterloo.  Registrations are available at church entries and will be mailed this week. Youth M inistry Fun 
Night will give us time to play mini-golf or some other fun summer activity the evening of June 27. 
 

Drop off Please do not drop off items such as appliances or furniture at our churches without prior clearance from Fr. Quint.  While we at times 
appreciate such items, if we don’ t need them then we must pay and inconvenience others to take them away. 
 

Project Be part of a work project July 6-8 at American Martyrs Retreat House with efforts to replaster, paint, remove wallpaper, clean carpets, lay 
carpet, etc., and refurbish the north wing and hopefully the south wing. Supplies are needed (paint brushes, paint pans, tape, etc.), or donations of 
money. Contact Dan Rigel for more information and/or volunteer to work 319-232-1659 or drnrrig@aol.com  IF the July weekend does not fit into 
your schedule, call Dan and offer to help BEFORE or AFTER the July weekend.   
 

Prayer  The US Congress appears to be on the verge of debating possible new legislation regarding immigration.  The US Conference of Catholic 
Bishops, through its Committee on Migration and Refugee Services, is asking Catholics to join in prayer during the week preceding Pentecost.   
The Justice Prayer  Come, O Holy Spirit!  Come, open us to the wonder, beauty, and dignity of the diversity found in each culture, in each face, and 
in each experience we have of the other among us.  Come, fill us with generosity as we are challenged to let go and allow others to share with us the 
goods and beauty of earth.  Come, heal the divisions that keep us from seeing the face of Christ in all men, women, and children.  Come, free us to 
stand with and for those who must leave their own lands in order to find work, security, and welcome in a new land, one that has enough to share.  
Come, bring us understanding, inspiration, wisdom, and the courage needed to embrace change and stay on the journey.  Come, O Holy Spirit, 
show us the way.  www.justiceforimmigrants.org 
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