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MASS INTENTIONS FOR NOVEMBER 20-25 
Tues.  7:00 a.m. (Parkersburg)  Prayer Service   �
Wed. 7:00 p.m (GC Methodist) Ecumenical Thanksgiving Service         
Thur . 9:00 a.m. (Parkersburg)  William & Mattie Andersen 
Fri.  7:00 a.m. (Grundy Center) No Service     
Sat.      5:00 p.m. (Grundy Center) Harold & Adeline Lynch 
Sun.     8:00 a.m. (Reinbeck)   Eugene Krebsbach 
          10:00 a.m. (Parkersburg) For the People 

 
From the Pastor  

There are many good reasons to offer an annual parish dinner.  Such activity unites parishioners as they work together for a common goal.  It deepens 
relationships as conversations unfold and commonalities are discovered.  Dinners also provide an opportunity to pour out hospitality and witness to the larger 
community our joy as believers.  Lastly, such dinners are also a significant source of income for our parish.   

At times parishioners wonder what happens to the funds generated from these activities.  When the annual budget is prepared by the parish finance 
committee and later approved by the parish council, typically the money earned from dinners helps to fund the various expenses we encounter as a parish, such as 
heating/cooling, maintenance, salaries, faith formation.  In addition, we budget over $5,000 each year to donate to charitable causes or to assist parishioners and 
other local residents in meeting their legitimate expenses.  Without our parish dinners, we would have to discover alternative means to generate about $20,000.  
Thankfully parishioners from all of our church sites respond well when asked to donate various items to these dinners so that a greater profit can be realized.  I am 
so proud when I see folks from the various towns assisting at the dinners.  We bring a great deal of joy to others by these labors of love.  Thanks to those who lead 
these efforts.   

The Spaghetti Dinner at Reinbeck is scheduled for Saturday, January 12 and the Omelet Brunch at Dike is scheduled for Sunday, February 24. 
Other items: 

·  The National Catholic Youth Conference in Columbus, Ohio was a powerful experience.  Our students benefited from moving keynote addresses, 
challenging workshops, powerful worship experiences, lively concerts, and joyful exchanges with 20,000 Catholics from around the country.  We can 
be proud of the ways in which they demonstrated respect and responsibility.  Thank you to our chaperones for shepherding us among the various sites.  
Special gratitude is extended it Greg Lievens who coordinated this experience.  In 2 years NCYC will be in Kansas City 

·  Today we celebrate the Rite of Welcoming with our RCIA candidates at the 10 am Mass:  Tanya Hook, Michael Irvin, Chris May and Beverly White.  
They are from Parkersburg and Aplington.  We continue to hold them in our prayers and offer warm welcome.   

·  The liturgical space subcommittee met again last week and chose drawings for the altar and ambo for our new church.  These selections will now be 
reviewed by the archdiocesan church design and renovation committee on Nov 30.  The group also narrowed the options for brick selection.  Stains and 
wood choices for the support beams and decking for the ceiling were also made.  Paint colors were finalized.  The group will meet again in the next 
couple of weeks and once the various selections have been made a story board will be created to show them to everyone. 

·  I’ll be on vacation this week.  Please contact our secretary, Liz Nilles, at the office or at her cell 319-269-8340 or our Coordinator of Faith Formation, 
Lyndsay Petersen, 319-830-8935 if you need assistance.  Msgr. Steimel will celebrate Masses here next weekend.  He will also celebrate Thanksgiving 
Mass at Parkersburg at 9 am.  Please seize this opportunity to worship and give God thanks.  Have a happy Thanksgiving and safe travels. 

·  Thanks to our high school students, catechists and site managers for their assistance with the Masses this weekend. 
_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Ecumenical Thanksgiving Service for Grundy Center will be on Wednesday, November 21 at 7 pm at the Methodist Church.  Please bring a donation for the 
needy families of our area.  If you would like to be a part of the choir for this liturgy, come to the church at 6:30 pm for a practice.    
 

Dike/New Hartford ecumenical Thanksgiving service will be held on Sunday, Nov 18 at the New Hartford Methodist church at 7 pm.  Those interested in 
singing will meet at 6 pm to practice.    
 

Confirmation class meets this Sunday, November 18 at 6 pm in Grundy Center.  Retreat planning team will meet at 4 pm – all are welcome to join us. 
 

Bible Study will meet at 6 pm Sunday, November 18, St. Patrick, Parkersburg to discuss Lesson 7. 
 

Donations from the Mission Coop Appeal conducted last week by Fr. Geary are now due.  Please place offerings in one of the envelopes provided “Ghana 
Appeal” or in one of your own marked as such.  Thank you for your kindness. 
 

Book of Remembrance has been placed at each of our churches.  Please write the names of deceased loved ones in these books as we pray for them in a special 
way throughout this month of November. 
 

MS Youth Rally Sign up forms were sent home at faith formation.  There will be a band, breakout sessions, and a dance.  If you need a form, 
please contact Lyndsay at the office.  The deadline to register is November 28. 
 

Scr iptural Rosary There will be NO scriptural rosary Mon, Nov 19.  The next scriptural rosary will be Monday, Nov 26, 6 pm at St Patrick, 
Parkersburg, before Adult Catechism class.  All are welcome.  
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Faith Formation Students In response to an accident at one of our sites the board of education decided to implement a new drop off and pick up 
procedure for faith formation students.  In Parkersburg you will need to walk your children in grades K-6 to the CCD center when dropping them 
off and you will need to pick them up in the CCD center at the end of the session.  In Grundy Center you will need to walk you children in grades 
K-8 into the church and you will need to pick them up in the basement social hall area at the end of the session.  Due to many safety concerns we 
will not allow children to leave the CCD center or social hall until a parent or older sibling is there to pick them up. 
 

Knights of Columbus Consider becoming a part of this outstanding Catholic service organization established 125 years ago to assist widows, 
promote fraternity, and enrich spirituality.  Any Catholic gentleman who is at least 18 years old may join.  Contact Rod Brockett for more 
information 319 788-0020.   
 

RCIA does not meet this week. 
 

" Why do Catholics do that?”  is a question you may have been asked, or asked yourself. Refresh your knowledge by attending Adult Catechism. At this time, we 
plan to meet every other Monday for one hour. Our next meeting on Monday, Nov. 26 from 6:30 PM to 7:30 PM at St. Patrick, Parkersburg. Our next topic is 
"Receiving the Holy Spirit" taken from Chapter 8 of United States Catholic Catechism for Adults. Every session is unique. Come to as many sessions as you like; 
whenever you like.   If you would like to participate, but find Mondays are inconvenient, please let us know. We will also discuss a schedule at this meeting. For 
questions or comments, call/e-mail Becky & Greg Lievens at 319-347-2497 email: lievensfamily@hotmail.com. 
 

Church Chat Beginning on Wednesday, November 28 our parish will offer another opportunity for adult faith enrichment.  A video presentation will begin after 
the opening prayer of Faith Formation (at 6:30 pm).  After watching the video, participants will offer comments informally and conclude by 7:45pm, when Faith 
Formation for students is completed.  Videos will be viewed in the church sacristy at Grundy Center and in the church at Parkersburg.  All adults are welcome any 
time.  Mardel Brockett will be the coordinator at Grundy Center. 
 

Condolences We offer our prayers and sympathy to the family of Maureen O’Connor of Davenport who was buried at St. Mary Cemetery, Dike this past week.  
May God grant her eternal rest. 
 

Rides If you need a ride to Mass, please contact the parish office or one of the following:  Dale/Mary McIntyre 788-2827; Max/Rosanne Girres 824-6420; 
Joe/Connie Becker 989-2405.  We will coordinate such transportation to the new church as well when it is completed.  If you would like to provide rides to Mass, 
let us know at the parish office. 
 

Social Concerns Committee will meet 7 pm Monday, Nov 26, Grundy Center Church Hall.  All are welcome.   
 

Sending Packages to our  Soldiers If you would like to donate cookies (packed in Pringles cans) or something equally substantial that would be 
great!  We will be assembling the packages at 7 pm Monday, Nov 26.  Cookies can be dropped off that weekend at any church site or at Sue 
Messerly’s, 806 Park Street, Reinbeck.  
 

Music M inistry  If you would like to assist with music ministry at the 4 pm Christmas Eve Mass at Parkersburg, please come to an organizational 
meeting on Sun, Nov 25 after the 10 am Mass.  Practices will take place the following Sundays.  Even if you cannot come to all of the practices, 
please let us know of your interest.  Youth are encouraged to participate as well - vocal or instrumental.  Hopefully we can pull together a choir.  
Contact Kathy Hosch for more details. 
 

Communal Penance service for our parish will be on Sunday, Dec 2, at 4 pm at St. Patrick, Parkersburg.  Five priests will be present to celebrate God’s mercy 
with us in confession.  Refreshments served afterward.  Mark your calendars! 
 

Christmas Choir practice for the 9 am Mass at Reinbeck, Christmas day will be held after the 8 am Mass on Dec 2.  Future rehearsals will likely take place after 
the 8 am Sunday Mass as well throughout the month.  Everyone welcome to join. 
 

The Witness Read about these stories and more in the Nov. 18 issue of The Witness: 1) Pope Benedict will visit New York and Washington DC, 
April 15-20, 2) Presentation Lantern Center in Dubuque celebrates five years of helping immigrants, 3) Ames parish trying to assist a village in 
Sudan and 4) Summaries of actions from the meeting of the U.S. Bishops. 
 

Advent Centering Prayer Silent Retreat American Martyrs Retreat House will have an ADVENT Centering Prayer Silent Retreat, December 7-8. Open to 
men and women who practice centering prayer or who desire to learn more about CP.  Retreat begins at 5:30 with dinner at 6:00.  Retreat closes at 3:00 pm on 
Saturday.  A beautiful way to enter into the longing and waiting of the Season of Advent.  Call for more information, 319-266-3543. 
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