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Tanya Hook, Chris May and  
Michael Irvin. 
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MASS INTENTIONS FOR MARCH 31- APRIL 6 
Tues.  7:00 a.m. (Parkersburg)  Dean Andersen   
Wed. 8:00 a.m (Dike L ibrary) Maureen Becker 
Thurs 7:00 a.m. (Reinbeck) Verina Folkerts 
Fri.      7:00 a.m. (Grundy Center) Vincent Becker 
Sat.      5:00 p.m. (Grundy Center)   Earl McCormick 
Sun.     8:00 a.m. (Reinbeck)   For the People 
          10:00 a.m. (Parkersburg) Glen Wells 
 

From the Pastor 
This week priests of the archdiocese who are being asked to move should have received letters from the archbishop regarding his request for 

them to transfer.  There will be shouts of glee among some priests and parishioners and cries of sorrow for others.  Like Methodists, Catholic 
pastors are assigned to parishes for terms, which is different from many Protestant churches that employ a call system and hire a minister 
themselves.  Catholic pastors are assigned for a term of six years, renewable for six more.  At times they are asked to move before their terms expire 
or they request to move early.  This summer I will have completed eight years with you – I know for you it seems like 18!  The various changes in 
assignment will be printed in the next issue of The Witness.  Priests of the archdiocese who are moving typically do so on the second Tuesday of 
July each year. 

Moving pastors at least after twelve years keeps them renewed in spirit and allows parishes to experience continued growth and revitalization.  
Hopefully such movement prevents parishes and priests from becoming stuck in a rut.  None of us are indispensable.  All of us need to be 
challenged.  Please pray for the priests and parishes experiencing changes this year.   

By the way, I didn’ t receive a letter, but the archbishop has asked me to help cover the Spanish Mass periodically in the Wright County Cluster 
of churches in Belmond, Clarion and Eagle Grove.  I hope the phone doesn’ t ring very often!  At the end of our last personnel board meeting 
Archbishop Hanus said, “Well Dennis you avoided a move again this year.”   My response was “Archbishop you established the new Holy Family 
Parish only 3 years ago and I am its first pastor, so I have a long time to go before my term expires.”   His reponse, “That was probably illegal”  and 
laughed.  I didn’ t ask what that meant. 

Other items: 
·  Thanks to our high school students who are assisting at the Masses this weekend and to their catechists and site managers. 
·  We congratulate Tanya Hook, Michael Irvin, and Chris May who were confirmed and received Holy Communion for the first time at the 

Easter Vigil.  May God grant them continued grace as they practice their Catholic faith. 
·  Our middle school youth night was very engaging.  Over 40 of our students spent time considering King David, an unlikely hero. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Bible study will meet 6pm this Sunday March 30, at St Patrick, Parkersburg. Please come ready to discuss lesson 3 of Galatians and Romans. 
 

RCIA potluck will be Tuesday, April 1 at 6 pm in the church hall in Parkersburg. 
 

Welcoming Activities Are you creative?  We are assembling a group to develop activities to bring people to our new church next year.  The parish 
council already came up with 20 ideas to encourage parishioners and non-parishioners to visit our church and foster relationships.  Next meeting is 
5 pm on Sunday, March 30 at Grundy Center.  Please join us. 
 

Adult Catechism will meet 6:30 – 7:30 pm Monday, March 31, at St. Patrick, Parkersburg.  Our topic will be "Mary: The Church’s First  and Most Perfect 
Mother" taken from Chapter 12 of United States Catholic Catechism for Adults. For questions or comments contact Becky or Greg Lievens at 319-347-2497. 
 

High School Youth Night is this Wednesday, April 2, 7 pm at the Reinbeck Elementary School multi-purpose room.  Carpools will meet at St. 
Patrick, Parkersburg, Sacred Heart, Grundy Center, and Dike-New Hartford High School parking lot in Dike at 6:30 pm. 
 

Liturgy Committee meets on Thursday, April 3 at 6 pm in Parkersburg. 
 

Baptism Preparation session will be held on Monday, April 7 at 7 pm in Parkersburg for parents expecting the birth and baptism of their first 
child.  Please contact Fr. Quint to register. 
 

Board of Education Due to expiring terms, there are currently 2 spots open on the parish Board of Education.  The board meets 5 times a year to 
discuss matters regarding the spiritual formation of our students and adults. Members are elected to a 3 year term.  If you have any questions about 
the openings or would be interested in serving please contact Lyndsay at the office. 
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Holy Family Par ish Pie of the Month Silent Auction Fundraiser  ‘Get your slice of the pie© by submitting a bid for a scrumptious home-made 
pie, baked for you each month, beginning in May. Yes, folks, that is a bid for a variety of 12 pies throughout the year!   Imagine apple, French silk, 
cherry, pecan...yum!  Place your bid on sheets found in the back of each church site.  Lucky winner(s) will be announced at the conclusion of the 
Parish Pancake Breakfast in Reinbeck on Sunday, April 6. Proceeds to benefit the St. Gabriel building project. 
 

Meals on Wheels St. Patrick, Parkersburg is responsible for delivery for the month of April.  Please sign your name and phone number on the 
Meals-on-Wheels calendar in the narthex.  Delivery starts around 11:30, picking up about 7 meals from the City Hall.   
 

                   
 
 
 
 
 
 “ Faith in College”  Scholarship Holy Family Parish recognizes the importance of young adults in the Church and the need for young adults to 
continue their commitment to their faith while attending college. HFP will consider granting scholarships up to $500 per student based on 
involvement in Church life either on campus or in the local parish while attending college.  Email, call or stop by the HFP office for an application. 
 

Child Abuse Prevention Month April is national Child Abuse Prevention Month.  To know that we are children of God is to live in complete love 
with deep abiding security and the ability to dream, to sing, to create, to laugh, and to play without worry.  It is a freedom to love--with full trust 
and confidence--the creatures whom God has sent to us in our world.  As we grow older, we face a new reality.  We cannot approach all God©s 
creation with the same trust and confidence.  We learn, through sometimes hurtful and damaging experiences, that some people reject the ability 
that God gave them to love and respect others--they ignore God©s call to love and respect others.  When any adult in the faith community has reason 
to suspect that a child is being or has been abused, he or she has a moral (and often a legal) responsibility to report those suspicions to civil 
authorities.  Reporting suspected abuse takes courage.  However, adults who take a stand for children and make the call are often responsible for 
saving a child from terrible torment.  To report any and all child abuse, contact: the State Department of Human Services - Hotline 1-800-362-2178, 
website http://www.dhs.state.ia.us/reportingchildabuse.asp 
 

Rides If you need a ride to Mass, please contact the parish office or one of the following:  Dale/Mary McIntyre 788-2827; Max/Rosanne Girres 824-6420; 
Joe/Connie Becker 989-2405.  We will coordinate such transportation to the new church as well when it is completed.   
 

New to our  Par ish? Typically at this time of year many people are completing moves and are getting settled into the area.  We would be grateful to 
have your address and phone number and warmly welcome you to our parish.  Please contact the parish office or talk with Fr. Quint after Mass.   
 

Hope and Healing M inistr ies, a Ministry of the Diocese of Davenport is sponsoring a Rachel’s Vineyard weekend retreat for spiritual and 
emotional healing after abortion. The retreat will be held in Cedar Falls April 4-6, 2008. The confidential, supportive retreat is for anyone in pain 
following an abortion. For more information visit www.rachelsvineyard.org , www.davenportdiocese.org/hopeandhealing or call 1-877-896-HOPE. 
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